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What it is and isn’t

What it is:

• Federal Endangered Species Act, 50 CFR 17

• CCAA – One of several ways to comply with ESA

• Optional / Voluntary

What it isn’t:

• A mandate

• The only option

Endangered Species Act

"The term 'take' means to harass, harm, pursue, 
hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, 
or to attempt to engage in any such conduct.“



Important Resources

• MnDOT State Aid Website

• Environmental Forms & Information

• http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/environmental-
forms.html

• University of Illinois – Chicago (UIC)

• http://rightofway.erc.uic.edu/

• USFWS Website

• https://www.fws.gov/savethemonarch/CCAA.html

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/environmental-forms.html
http://rightofway.erc.uic.edu/
https://www.fws.gov/savethemonarch/CCAA.html


Monarch Butterflies 101

• Monarch butterflies typically arrive in MN 
in May

• Multiple generations during Minnesota’s 
summer

• Eggs laid on or near milkweed

• Pupate in a chrysalis that is formed away 
from milkweed (on grasses, shrubs, and 
artificial structures (fencing, walls, posts, 
etc.)

• Adults that emerge in August / September 
migrate south



Business Case

• Monarch butterflies, milkweed, and floral 
resources relatively common on 
Minnesota roadsides

• Monarchs present throughout most of the 
growing / construction season (May to 
September)

• Take reasonably certain to occur during 
routine maintenance/operations activities, 
and on many projects

• Compliance strategy needed; predictability 
desired for planning and risk management 



Business Case

• Permitting need anticipated for non-federal 
actions, including both maintenance and 
projects

• Streamlining desired for federal undertakings 
to avoid project-specific formal consultation 
(Federal aid, permits: USACE, USFS, etc.)

• Formal consultation = 6-8 months, minimum

• Standard consultation = 15-45 days, average

• Statewide need vs case-by-case

• Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) is most 
common compliance process for non-federal 
activities, but is time consuming and expensive

• May take multiple years to develop (~ 3 yrs avg)

• Detailed cost/benefit not needed, business 
case is clear



Monarch CCAA

• Programmatic approach

• Public-private collaboration

• Reduced costs 

• Reduced workload

• Consistency 

• Only requires 5-8% of 
roadsides to be managed 
with monarchs in mind

First instar monarch caterpillar. 



Conservation Measures

• Idling lands

• Conservation and strategic 
mowing

• Native seeding

• Roadside prairie management 
plans

• Research 

• Outreach, Education, 
Collaboration

You may already be doing this! 



Seed Mixes

Update anticipated later this year



In some areas

40% of pheasants 
in the fall population

are produced on roadsides

Roadsides may be the 
only remaining 
habitat in intensively 

farmed areas

40+ species 
of birds & small mammal 
nest on roadsides in MN

More than monarchs…



Thank you

Christopher E. Smith
Christopher.E.Smith@state.mn.us

612-741-7678
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