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Statewide speed limit vision (YouTube)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNddoOR_F10


In Minnesota, we believe that:

•Promotion of safety culture, crash severity reduction, 
surrounding land use, and non-motorized users should be the 
amongst the highest considerations when determining a road’s 
speed limit.

•Achieving driver compliance through the equitable
application of engineering, road design, education and 
enforcement should be considered for all users when 
determining a road’s speed limit.

•A vision for speed limits should recognize the different
functions roadways provide.

safety culture

crash severity reduction
non-motorized users

surrounding land use



Speed is one element
of our traffic safety 
culture. To be effective 
we need to consider all 
elements.

Toward Zero Deaths



SpeedING
is NOT

Speed Limit



Long History
Minnesota has a long history in 
addressing safety on their roads

TZD established in 2003

2014 saw lowest number of 
fatalities since 1944
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Data, Data Everywhere

“We are drowning in information 
but starved for knowledge.”
John Naisbitt
Book Megatrends ~1982
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MN Fatal Bike and Ped Crashes



https://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/mncmat2.html

MnCMAT2

https://www.dot.state.mn.us/stateaid/mncmat2.html


The More Things 
Change, The More They 
Remain The Same.
Jean-Baptiste Alphonse Karr
French critic, journalist, and novelist (1808-1890)

Speed Limit History



In Minnesota
• Statuary Urban Speeds 

• Minnesota – 30 mph  
• All neighboring states – 25 mph

• MnMUTCD (2019)
• Engineering Approach
• Should be within 5 mph of the 85th percentile 

speed of free-flowing traffic
• May consider other factors

Current Practice in Minnesota
2018 Survey Conducted by NCUTCD 
A National Need for focus on Context• Operational Speed

• The Pace Speed
• Crash History
• Roadside Environment
• Road Characteristics

- Shoulder - Alignment
- Grade - Sight Dist.

• Parking Practices
• Non-Motorized Activity



Data, Data Everywhere



Injury minimization/Safe system philosophy

62 
mph

37 
mph
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Use and Function of Roadway Classification

Establishes level of 
roadway based on 

fit and function

Mobility

Land Access

Arterials

Collectors

Locals

Higher mobility,
low degree of access

Balance between 
mobility and access

Lower mobility,
high degree of access



Sample Functional Classification Map



So, What Are We Doing About It?
MnDOT

• Work Zone Speed Management Study
• Implementing Process Improvements

TZD Action Teams
• Speed Action Team
• Automated Speed Enforcement 
• Urban and Rural Roadway Design
• The Choice of Speeding: Consumer Research

Local Road Research Board
• Impact of Speed Limit Changes on Urban Streets
• Guidelines for Determining Speed Limits on Municipal Roadways

Minnesota Safety Council
• Dynamic Speed Feedback Sign: Grant projects
• Speed Counts: Employer Campaign  









Rich Sanders
Polk County Engineer

Pilot Project I Speed Study Data Collection and DRAFT Recommendations



• Interactive Map

Polk County CSAH 11

http://hoth/link/jsfe/index.aspx


Finding a Consultant

• Not all consultants can perform the work needed to conduct a speed 
zone study and have it approved by MnDOT

• MnDOT has a list of approved consultants that they have vetted for 
such type work

• List can be found at:  Pre-qualification Program (state.mn.us)
• Work Type Definition and Submittal Requirements 14.7 Traffic 

Engineering Special Studies

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/consult/prequal.html


Polk Counties Selection
• Because we already had a contract for Widseth/SRF to help with the 

design of a roundabout at TH 75/CSAH 21 intersection we were able 
to amend our contract and add on the required services to do the 
speed zone study

• Widseth Crookston set up and tore down the counters.  Provided the 
data to Widseth Alexandria and SRF

• Cost for services:
• SRF - $4,000
• Widseth $1,000



Current Speed Limit



Counter Locations



Counter Locations



Counter Locations



Time Frame
• Widseth set up the counters on October 5th at 2pm.
• After collecting data for 2 days sent counters back to MNDOT for 

them to retrieve the data.
• Sent to SRF on October 25th for analysis
• OOOOPs had counters set up for 1 way traffic instead of 2 way so 

have to recount.
• Set up counters on November 8th for recount
• Sent data to SRF on December 2nd

• SRF had preliminary results on December 14th, Final Report submitted 
to MNDOT on January 10th



Proposed Outcome



I Some County Perspectives

Joe Gustafson
Washington County Traffic Engineer



Speed Limit: City Questionnaire



Speed Limit: City Questionnaire



Speed Limit: City Questionnaire



New Speed Limit Law

• Enacted during 2019 special session, in force August 1, 2019
• Allows cities to set speed limits on city roadways
• Does not apply to county roads or trunk highways
• Does not apply to townships
• Minneapolis and St. Paul – Implemented fall 2020 – Mostly 20 mph

35



Within Washington County

• Some prior under-30 postings remain inplace.
• Not aware of any cities enacting new city-wide limit (yet).
• Significant interest in at least one city

• City inquired about “city-wide” speed limit signs on CR, CSAHs
• “City-wide speed limit XX Unless Otherwise Posted”
• County rejected request

• County concerned about confusing messaging on county roads
• Conflicts with county road signage
• Roadways along municipal boundaries

• City would need to replace inplace signs on city streets

36



Likely next steps

• Expect continued pressure for city control over county & state roads.
• Was marketed as a tool for ped safety and livability

• Reality – Pedestrian crashes are more survivable at lower speeds
• Reality – County & state roads are where ped crashes tend to occur
• Also reality – Posting lower speed limits doesn’t affect speeds
• ALSO reality – Less traffic enforcement = higher speeds

• March 2021 Proposal (HF 1566): Give cities control over county and TH 
speed limits if within 2 miles of a school…

37
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• 2021 Proposal (HF 1566) – 2 mile radius
• What sounded like a limited proposal would have 

affected majority of Washington County
• Proposal did not become law, but could come 

back



Posted Speed vs. Actual Speed

39

Source: MN Traffic Safety Fundamentals Handbook, MnDOT Data Source: MnDOT – Dan Brannan



Continuing Challenges

• Speed *is* a safety problem – and a growing one
• Increasing distractions within the car
• Greater variability in speed limits
• “Fast” doesn’t feel as fast as it once did, at least to drivers
• Shifting social attitudes about individuality, police, equity, and more
• “Grade inflation” of enforcement – 5 over, 10 over, 15 over…
• Are 85% of drivers still driving at a “reasonable” speed?
• Increasing technology – Automated enforcement?  Automated vehicles?
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Some opinions

• Posting lower limits may influence law-abiding drivers, enable ticketing
• Odds of being stopped for speeding remain low
• Speeds will creep up until odds of a citation become noticeably greater
• Automated enforcement could mean:

• Fewer roadside police interactions (good or bad?)
• More citations, more court interactions, more unpaid fines, more consequences
• More public pushback against unreasonably low speed limits?

41



Speed Limit Vision: Next Steps

Education, Education, Education!

Sharing the Vision

Process improvement related to speed study materials, 
documents.

Develop additional tools and resources.



Questions?

Mark Vizecky
State Aid Operations Engineer

Rich Sanders
Polk County Engineer

Joe Gustafson
Washington County Traffic Engineer
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