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How do we explain this?



The 
Reckless 
Driver™











[Reckless driving is] “a sign of the overall lack of 
consideration we’re showing for other citizens, whether 
it be wearing masks, or not getting vaccinated, or how 

we drive. 

It’s very aggressive. It’s very selfish.”









FORGIVING DESIGN
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225. Street – 
 see Highway







Uncomfortable Truth

People will tend to drive the speed 
they feel comfortable driving, 
regardless of any other factor.







If you need a sign to tell people to slow down…

…you designed your street wrong.



Can we talk about Stroads?
Question:



Source: Strong Towns
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Too many needs….

….and not enough money.

REPAIRS CONGESTION

SAFETY GROWTH



Too many demands….

….and not enough money.



Too many additional things to do….

….and not enough money.

RAIL INVESTMENTS BUS INVESTMENTS

BIKE LANES PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS



We need more money. 



$94 Billion/Year

Transportation Funding Gap



Federal Gas Tax

18.4

29.7

30.1

23.8

77.7



Cost of Inaction Recommended Spending

ASCE Estimates, Ten Year

$1,000,000,000,000

$2,200,000,000,000



Lost Federal Revenue Recommended Federal 
Spending

ASCE Estimates, Thirty Year

$540,000,000,000

$6,600,000,000,000



Highway 91, California

“[The project] will give some relief to 
drivers in the regular lanes, raising 
their average rush-hour speeds from 8 
mph to 9.4 mph, despite an expected 
50 percent increase in traffic by 2035, 
according to project documents.”

-Orange County Register



We need more money. 



American Jobs Plan
…..a historic public investment in our nation’s 

productivity and long-term growth.



“One in five miles, or 173,000 
total miles, of our highways 
and major roads are in poor 
condition, as well as 45,000 
bridges.”

- American Jobs Plan



“The President’s plan 
will modernize 20,000 
miles of highways, 
roads, and main-
streets.”

“It will fix the ten most 
economically significant 
bridges in the country in 
need of reconstruction. 
It also will repair the 
worst 10,000 smaller 
bridges….”

American Jobs Plan
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If we don’t have the money, 
what then?





SPEED VOLUME

SAFETY COST



SPEED VOLUME

SAFETY COST



SPEED VOLUME

SAFETY COST

Engineer’s Priorities
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Complete Streets accommodate pedestrians 
within an auto-dominated environment.



Strong Towns accommodate automobiles 
within an environment dominated by people.



More on the 
Strong 
Towns 
Approach



Coming 
March 2024



www.strongtowns.org

A BOTTOM-UP REVOLUTION TO REBUILD 
AMERICAN PROSPERITY
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