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What do we 
do?



Construction Stormwater

• NPDES/SDS Construction 
Stormwater General Permit 

• Disturb >1 acre of land or part of a 
common plan of development or sale that 
will ultimately disturb >1 acre of land.

• Inspections…



Your role in 
an inspection 
and follow-up



Announced vs Unannounced

Announced 

• MPCA staff contacts you ahead of time 
with a timeframe for the inspection

• Will try to contact you 24-48hrs ahead 
of time via the contact information on 
the permit application

• Communicate with inspector. Provide 
requested documents within 72hrs 
and preferably before the inspection. 

Unannounced

• MPCA staff arrives onsite without 
contacting you ahead of time

• Typical for complaints

• Communication after the 
inspection. Feel free to call or 
email. Provide requested 
documents and photos. 



Conducting Inspections

What does the MPCA expect?

• Compliance before MPCA staff arrives

• BMPs installed and functional

• Site inspected routinely and after rain events

What is the MPCA looking for?

• Non-compliance with Permit

• Sediment discharges

• Potential problems



Owner Responsibilities

• Any relevant staff are welcome to join an MPCA inspector on a site inspection. 

• All SWPPP requirements listed in section 5 of the permit are owner only 
requirements. 
• It’s common for operators to provide documents to the MPCA, but 

developing a SWPPP and having all required items in section 5 is an owner 
only responsibility. 

• Communicate and coordinate with the operator at the site to fix any issues and 
submit a timely response to the MPCA. 

• For elevated enforcement cases, we will not violate the Data Practices Act. You 
are free to communicate with your operator about a response. 



Common 
Violations/ 

Issues



Top five CSW Permit violations for FFY25

1. Missed inspections

 Permit Item 11.2:

Permittees must ensure a trained person, as identified in 
item 21.2.b, will inspect the entire construction site at 
least once every seven (7) days during active construction 
and within 24 hours after a rainfall event greater than 1/2 
inch in 24 hours.

Permit Item 11.11:
Permittees may adjust the inspection schedule 
described in item 11.2 as follows: 
a. inspections of areas with permanent cover can be reduced to 

once per month, even if construction activity continues on other 
portions of the site; or 

b. where sites have permanent cover on all exposed soil and no 
construction activity is occurring anywhere on the site, 
inspections can be reduced to once per month and, after 12 
months, may be suspended completely until construction 
activity resumes. The MPCA may require inspections to resume if 
conditions warrant; or

c. where construction activity has been suspended due to frozen 
ground conditions, inspections may be suspended. Inspections 
must resume within 24 hours of runoff occurring, or upon 
resuming construction, whichever comes first. 

d. for projects where a pollinator habitat or native prairie type 
vegetated cover is being established, inspections may be 
reduced to once per month if the site has temporary vegetation 
with a density of 70% temporary uniform cover. If after 24 
months no significant erosion problems are observed, 
inspections may be suspended completely until the termination 
requirements in section 13 have been met.



Good Practices

Inspection reports



Top five CSW Permit violations for FFY25

2. Failure to stabilize exposed soils

 



Good BMPs

Soil stabilization



Top five CSW Permit violations for FFY25

3. Missing perimeter controls

 



Good BMPs

Perimeter controls

 



Top five CSW Permit violations for FFY25

4. Failure to install downgradient stockpile sediment controls

 



Good BMPs

Stockpile perimeter controls



Top five CSW Permit violations for FFY25

5. Failure to install appropriate inlet protection devices

 



Good BMPs

Inlet protection devices



Other Common Violations…



Inadequate SWPPP

?????



Protect Infiltration and Filtration Systems 



Stockpiles Located in Stormwater Conveyances



You are required to report a discharge that may cause pollution to a water of the state! 

Minnesota Duty Officer
651-649-5451 or 800-422-0798

Minn. Stat. 115.061



What to expect 
after an MPCA 

inspection?



CSW Compliance/Enforcement Actions

Compliant

• Letter of Acknowledgement (LOA)

Minor Noncompliance

• Letter of Warning (LOW) 

Major Noncompliance

• Notice of Violation (NOV)

• *Alleged Violations Letter (AVL) 

• Administrative Penalty Order (APO) 

• Stipulation Agreement (STIP)



Resources



https://www.pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/construction-stormwater

Online 
Resources

• Permit Application & 
Forms

• Permit Search Tool

• Special Waters Search

• Fact Sheets and Guidance

• Newsletter

• Contact Information
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MPCA Construction 
Stormwater Contacts

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/business-with-
us/construction-stormwater



Questions?

MPCA Construction Stormwater C&E Unit

Matt Hoskins

matthew.hoskins@state.mn.us

651-757-2864

mailto:matthew.hoskins@state.mn.us
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